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Monday, March 10 to saturday, March 15 - SPRING BREAK - HCA Closed

Monday, March 17 - Classes Resume at HCA, Beginning of Term 3

saturday, april 5 - HCA CELEBRATES RECITAL TICKETS ON SALE

saturday, april 12: HCA Concert Series: Enso Quartet, 7:30 p.m.

Monday, april 14, Tuesday, april 15, and Wednesday, april 16– Ballet exams

sunday, april 27 - HCA Faculty Concert, 2:00 pm

saturday May 3– Music Gala Auditions beginning at 5:00pm

Monday, May 19 – HCA CLOSED – Victoria Day

saturday, May 24 - Pre-Registration for 2014/2015 Begins

sunday, June 1 – HCA Performance Class

sunday, June 8 – HCA Performance Class

friday, June 13 - Encore! Triple Threat Performance: Aladdin Jr @ Hillpark

saturday, June 14 - Last day of classes

saturday, June 14–HCA MUSIC GALA – HCA Recital Hall – 6:30pm 

saturday, June 16 – last day of classes for MUSIC DEPARTMENT

Thursday, June 19 – HCA CELEBRATES – RECITAL AT HAMILTON PLACE – 6:30pm

Monday to Thursday: 9:00 am-9:00pm
Saturday: 9:00 am-5:00pm
HCA is closed on Friday and Sunday.
 

905-528-4020     www.HCArts.ca     info@HCArts.ca

OFFICE HOURS   

front page

dANCE & MUSIC  
GALA TICKETS

This year’s Dance Recital will be held 
at the Great Hall at Hamilton Place. 
Tickets will go on sale beginning 
April 5, 2014. The cost for tickets is 
$15 and there are no limits on the 
number you can purchase. This year’s 
Music Gala will take place at the 
Conservatory Recital Hall. The cost for 
tickets is $10 and seating is limited. 
The proceeds from the Music 
Gala will go to the HCA Capital 
Improvement Fund.
Please note that tickets will not be 
released to anyone with outstanding 
fees, so please be sure make 
payments to avoid disappointment.  

dATES to REMEMbER
STAFF at the HCA

artistic Director: Vitek Wincza
Visual arts & Education Coordinator:  
Victoria Long-Wincza
Registrar & administrative Manager:  
Cristina Fede
Reception & administration:
Bev Long and Katherine Murphy
assistant to the artistic Director:  
Laura Kappel
Front of House: Tyler VanHolst
Housekeeping: Linda Van Sickle

news And views from Around tHe ConservAtory     i    sPrinG 2014    i    905-528-4020    i    www.hcarts.ca

Continuing an Artistic Tradition since 1905

HAMILTON CONSERVATORY  
FOR THE ARTS

dANCE 
& MUSIC  

GALA TICKETS
Recital Tickets $15 

Music Gala  
Tickets $10

Artistic Director, Vitek Wincza



Hello to All! 
Time has flown and now we're in term three, the 
busiest time of year here at the Conservatory. In the 
coming weeks there will be a great deal of information 
posted at the school and notices being sent home. 
Please take the time to read them as they will keep you 
up to date and prepared for the many events ahead.

At this time of year I want to remind parents and stu-
dents of the importance of attending all of your classes 
leading up to exams and the recital.  Classes move 
along quickly when students are learning and refining 
work for their exams. Following exams students will 
begin work for their performances in the recital and it 
is important that everyone be present to support the 
creation of the group works. 

In addition to the regular excitement that end of year prepara-
tions bring, we also have a number of wonderful projects which are 
underway. We are introducing ARTASIA into our Summer Camp and 
After- 5 programming. ARTASIA is a visual and media arts project that 
is guided by 2 principles - seeing potential and children's voices, and 
5 pillars- civic engagement, environmentalism, art, education and 
innovation. This summer ARTASIA participants will explore media art 
making that expresses their world view and unleashes the potential 
of everyday objects with imagination and innovation. Please see the 
visual arts section of the newsletter for additional information on this 
unique program. 

 

HCA Dance Theatre has an exciting new project 
planned this summer, they are bringing the acclaimed 
DUSK DANCES festival to Hamilton's Bayfront park July 
30 to August 3, 2014. Dusk Dances is an outdoor dance 
festival that brings high quality contemporary and tra-
ditional dance to public parks. Save the date! You won't 
want to miss this amazing festival.  

The HCA Recital will be held at the Great Hall at  
Hamilton Place on Thursday, June 19, with a pre-show 
for our youngest students at 6:30 and  at 7:30 pm with  
performances  by our older students.  A separate Music 
Gala will be held at the Conservatory on Saturday June 
14 for music students.

 As always for the dance recital will be recorded and 
DVD’s and flowers will be available for purchase during 
the performance.  All proceeds will go to the HCA  

Capital Improvement Fund.

I am looking forward to the hustle and bustle of the coming weeks. 
I wish all students the best of luck in your exams and performance 
classes. And I look forward to seeing our Conservatory parents, family 
and friends at the performances.

 
  Vitek Wincza
  Artistic Director
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A NOTE from the ARTISTIC dIRECTOR
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HCA GALLERY

BalleT eXaMs  
Ballet exams will take place April 14- 16.  
The exam schedule has been posted at the 
front desk 

preparaTion for eXaMs 
and reciTals  
Though they are not mandatory, ballet 
exams and the Recital offer an opportunity 
to celebrate and reward our students hard 
work and learning achievements. Prepa-
ration in advance of the exams and the 
Recital allows a student to dance confi-
dently onstage and creates an enjoyable 
performance experience. Please read all 
correspondence regarding the carefully and 
ask questions if you have them. You can 
help us get your child ready for by ensuring 
that they attend all of their classes and in 
the case of the Recital; the dress rehearsal. 
During the final classes in advance of the 
exam or the recital, routines will be pol-
ished and it is essential that students attend 
to rehearse alongside their classmates. The 
Dress Rehearsal is an opportunity to per-
form the routine on stage with lights and 
costume in advance of the performance.  
We welcome parent and family volunteers 
for both the exam and recital. Please con-
tact the front desk if you are interested. 

spoTliGhT on:   
JEn PaRTingTOn   
Jennifer has been teaching young chil-
dren for over 23 years. While attaining 
her Early Childhood Education diploma 
at Sheridan College she created a 
unique developmentally appropriate 
Creative Movement dance program 
promoting positive learning experi-
ences within the arts. She has trained 

in jazz, tap, ballet, as well as ballroom and participated in an intensive 
program within the National Ballet School of Canada focusing on creative 
movement techniques. She strongly believes that in addition to what she 
can teach children, they are continually bringing enriching experiences 
to her. Jennifer is a mother of three, a graduate of Child Life Studies at Mc-
Master University and teaches Kindergarten full time.
Miss Jen's dance philosophies:
• If you can breathe, you can dance!
• Every child is entitled to a fun and educational class. 
In my classes I teach proper technique, but in 
a fun manner. Often the younger children are 
learning the discipline that dance requires, 
without even knowing it! 
• I love the fact that dance is all inclusive, 
everyone wears the same bodysuits 
and footwear, there are no expensive 
accessories to single kids out from 
their peers. Within the dance class, 
everyone is on the same "playing field" 
regardless of social or economic status. 

dANCE 
STORE

Need new dancewear for your 
exam? Remember all required 
dancewear can be purchased 

right here at the Conservatory. 
Please inquire at the front desk 

for details. Great styles,  
great prices and all  

in one place!  

Denise Lisson and Jim Mullin
Until March 6, 2014

Upcoming Exhibition
Ferreira & Ferreira



ART CLASSES
HCA GALLERY
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See your artwork at Supercrawl as part of an exhibition featuring five hundred 
“children’s voices” from across Hamilton as part of the Culture for Kids in the Arts’ 
Artasia project.
Artasia is a visual and media arts project where participants will create dynamic 
works of art that expresses their view of the world and unleashes the potential of 
every-day objects with imagination and innovation. Students will also experience 
complementary programming in dance, music and drama.
Participants can choose from two options, a week-long Artasia summer camp  
or an 8 week After 5 program. 

arTasia suMMer caMp:  aug 18-22, 2014
summer after 5 programming
 Tuesday, July 8 – Tuesday, august 26 - 8 weeks

@

ARTASIA IS COMING THIS SUMMER TO HCA!  
“ARTASIA 2014: RE-THINK, RE-CREATE, RE-IMAGINE”

Denise Lisson and Jim Mullin
Until March 6, 2014

Upcoming Exhibition
Ferreira & Ferreira

Program Spotlight – Teens art Foundation ii
This class is a focused class developed for students who aspire to apply to post-secondary 
visual arts and applied arts programs. Curriculums are flexible in that they aim to cater to 
the individual student’s portfolio needs, requirements and progression goals.  This class is 
a great way to work with like-minded students who work together to prepare for post-
secondary school.  For more information about the upcoming launch of this program in 
January 2014, please contact the HCA Front Desk. 

HCa Visual arts Department in action!

The children in our Art Exploration Classes have been busy working with clay. Look at all of 
their great work! pic.twitter.com/koGXcsq2bn

Mischa Weisz after school  
arts program 2014

 
Culture for Kids in the Arts is excited 
about upcoming preparations for the 
After School Arts Program Celebrations.  
CKA will host 6 celebration performanc-
es on stage at the Hamilton Conserva-
tory for the Arts, with approximately 
500 children and their families, friends 
and community supporters in atten-
dance from Hamilton and Burlington 
between May 4 – May 30!

Culture for Kids in the Arts
“Providing access to arts  

programming to children and youth”

Nov. Artasia ages 6-9   
5:00-6:00 pm

Jr.  Artasia ages 9-12   
6:00-7:00 pm

Teen Artasia ages 13-16   
6:00-7:00 pm

Teens/Adult
Drawing 

Fundamentals

5:30-7:00 pm
Eva Smith

Teens/Adult
Figure Drawing

7:00-8:30 pm
Eva Smith

Teens/Adult
Abstract Art

7:00-8:30 pm
Tyler Van Holst

ART STUdIO
Cornelia peckhart

ATTIC ART STUdIO



Elaine Yijun Liang started to play the violin when she was six years old.  
She won first prize in the Shanghai Music Festival in 1987. She reached Level 
10 when she was just 14 years of age. In 1996, she went to Australia for a 
performance with musicians from all over the world. She began teaching 
the violin in Canada in 2001. Many of Elaine's students win prizes in various 
festivals, and receive great marks in the RCM Exams. Alex Zou was featured 
as a young artist to watch in the Hamilton Spectator in 2012-2013. Sheila 
Yu is now in her 2nd year as concert master of HPYO. Soloist Alex Zhou and 
Shelia Yu also play together and won first prize Kiwanis Music Competition, 
strings duets.

Teaching philosophy for private lessons: I like to focus technique and work 
closely with my private students to help them refine their technical skills. 

Teaching philosophy for group lessons: I enjoy how group classes assemble 
students together to share their learning with one another. What is special 
about group lessons is that they offer the opportunity for students  to share 
what they are learning with one another. Group lessons encourage students 
to become comfortable playing for their peers and helps them develop their 
listening skills. They're also a lot of fun!  

ROYAL CONSERVATORY OF  
MUSIC EXAM RESULTS

Congratulations to  
the following students:

Teacher: ViTali  afanassiV
natalie Kurasz, Grade 2 Piano,  
First Class Honours
Megan clement, Grade 3 Piano,  
First Class Honours

Teacher: Josephine Biundo 
ariana smit: Grade 2 Voice:  
First Class Honours

Teacher: KaTaryna Gasior
Zander Matthews, Grade 1 Piano, Honours
Winnona hogeterp, Grade 3 Piano,  
Honours

Teacher irina JacoB: 
cynthia Min, Piano Scholarship, Rotary  
Music Festival: Burlington, Intermediate Piano

Teacher: sTillMan MaTheson
emma Ziolkowski, Grade 4 Piano,  
First Class Honours
Megan Wong, Grade 7 Piano, Honours
Advanced Rudiments, First Class Honours
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HCA FACULTY CONCERT: 
SUNdAY, ApRIL 27 AT 2 pM

HCA is proud to announce our first ever  
Faculty Concert.  A wonderful opportunity 
for students to learn from hearing their 
teachers play. The faculty concert also 
provides an accessible opportunity for local 
music lovers to hear exceptional musicians 
playing in an intimate setting. 
Tickets are $10 and all proceeds go towards 
the HCA  Capitol improvement fund, which 
supported Concert Hall technical upgrades 
this past year.

MUSIC GALA  
AUdITIONS 

Auditions for year-end performances will take 
place on Saturday May 3, 2014 beginning at 
5:00pm. Students who are interested in  
auditioning for the music gala must submit 
audition registration forms.All forms must be 
filled out in full with your teacher's signature.  
The deadline for submitting forms is  
Wednesday, April 30th, 2014.  Students who 
are selected for the music gala are also  
invited to perform at the HCA program on 
the Family Zone stage at Supercrawl! 

TEACHER SPOTLIGHT  
ElainE liang 

dANCE 
& MUSIC  

GALA TICKETS
Recital Tickets $15 

Music Gala  
Tickets $10

@

2013/2014

HCA Concert series has had a season filled with great artists. Our final concert of the year 
is the Enso Quartet on  Saturday, April 12th at 7:30 pm. 
With a 2010 Grammy nomination for “Best Chamber Music Performance,” the NYC-
based Enso Quartet has quickly become one of North America's most exciting young 
ensembles. Shortly after the group’s inception at Yale University in 1999, Enso had 
success at the Banff International String Quartet Competition and won the Concert 
Artists Guild International Competition, and has consistently received high praise 
for performances ever since. The quartet’s debut recording was described by Strad 
Magazine as “an auspicious start to their recording career,” and was followed by the 
recent Grammy-nominated release of the quartets of Ginastera. MusicWeb International 
summed up this album as “playing of jaw-dropping prowess revealing masterpieces of 
the 20th century quartet literature … seek out this group – they are clearly bound for 
greatness.” The disc was selected as one of MusicWeb’s Recordings of the Year for 2009.

don't miss out on your chance to see this incredible quartet live in our historic 
recital hall. all of our members receive great discounts on tickets: hca Teachers 
and parents $15 and hca students and siblings $10.  
all discounted tickets must be purchased in person at the front desk. 
 

HCA CONCERT SERIES PRESENTS  
EnZO QUaRTET 


